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sentence. J ought to say that cases of life and death, along
with all permanent legislative acts, are reserved for the head
jurisdiction of Ha'yel; whatever falls short of these is left to the
vicegerent, who has accordingly plenty of work to go through,
the more so that it has almost all to be done personally. A
lawyer would have but an indifferent chance of livelihood in
Arabia, where every one, the very Bedouins included, has
eloquence and presence of mind enough to defend his own
cause; and the chicane of courts would be of little purpose in
such an assembly, though bribery is not always absent nor
unsuccessful. I was much amused by the simplicity and
straightforwardness of all parties in these tribunals; a court-
martial is complicated in comparison. But when the plaintiff
or defendant chances to be a Bedouin, we have a thorough
comedy; the following, for instance.

One day my comrade and myself were on a visit of mere
politeness at the castle, the customary ceremonies had been
gone through, and business, at first interrupted by our entrance,
had resumed its course. A Bedouin of the Ma'az tribe was
pleading- his cause before IJamood, and accusing some one of
having forcibly taken away his camel. The governor was seated
with an air of inten.se gravity in his corner, half leaning on a
cushion, while the Bedouin, cross-legged on the ground before
him, and within six feet of his person, flourished in his hand
a large reaping-hook, identically that which is here used for
cutting grass. Energetically gesticulating with this graceful
implement, he thus challenged his judge's attention. " You,
Hamood, do you hear ?" (stretching out at the same time the
hook towards the governor, so as almost to reach his body, as
though he meant to rip him open); " he has taken from me my
camel; have you called God to mind?" (again putting his
weapon close to the unflinching magistrate); " the camel is my
camel; do you hear?" (with another reminder from the reaping-
hook); "he is mine, by God's award and yours too; do you
hear, child?" and so on, while IJamood sat without moving a
muscle of face or limb, imperturbable and impassible, till some
one of the counsellors quieted the plaintiff, with " Remember
God, child; it is of no consequence, you shall not be wronged"
Then the judge called on the witnesses, men of the Djowf, to
say their say, and on their confirmation of the Bedouin's state-